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                  Sons Of Union Veterans 
            Of The Civil War 

             Colonel John C. Bryner 
         Camp 67 

             Department Of Illinois 
 
 
The monthly meeting of the Colonel John C. Bryner Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Camp 67 of 
Peoria, Illinois opened on Monday, September 10, 2007 at 7:18 PM at the GAR Hall. Chaplain Wachtveitl 
performed the invocation followed by the Pledge.  Those members in attendance were as follows: 
 
Brothers:    Jon Lickey  John Dace               Dave Rogers            

         Joe Hutchinson  Lionel Kinney   Larry Wachtveitl  
          

Secretary’s Report: Camp secretary, Joe Hutchinson, read the minutes of the August meeting. Brother 
Wachtveitl made a motion to approve the minutes as read. Brother Lickey seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kinney reported that the balance of the Camp’s account had not changed. 
There were no expenditures for the month. Brother Hutchinson said that he was able to acquire a copy of the 
Camp’s W-9 containing the IRS number required by National’s Treasurer from past Camp Secretary, John 
Wagner. Brother Kinney said he would get the information sent to the National Secretary right away. Brother 
Hutchinson also stated that he and Brother Kinney had looked at the process involved for applying to the 
State of Illinois for charitable corporation status. It was decided that it was not necessary to apply at this time, 
as the Camp was small and National took care of any federal filings. Brother Wachtveitl made a motion to 
approve the treasurer’s report with Brother Lickey seconding the motion. The motion was approved.  

 
The membership stands at 27 with six being “Real Sons”, seventeen regulars, and four associates. 
 
Sickness and Distress: Brother Lickey stated that his son, Nathan was doing well. Brother Hutchinson stated 
that he is still in therapy three times a week for his shoulder until mid October. Brother Rogers said his first 
grandbaby was born on August 18. Brother Wachtveitl informed the group that Brother Mike Triplett was 
going to have surgery to repair a hernia and would be off work for at least three weeks. 
 
Committee Reports: Brother Hutchinson reported that the Springdale Picnic held on August 19 was rained 
out about halfway into the afternoon but those present had enjoyed the programs. He did say that he was able 
to collect $47.00 in donations for the statue project and is still collecting money in any amount to complete 
the project. Brother Rogers stated that his Navy veteran’s group might be interested in donating for the statue 
and he requested some brochures and photos to take to the next meeting. Brother Hutchinson said he would 
print more and deliver them in time for the meeting. He also stated that the Springdale Historic Preservation 
Foundation wanted to bring back artist Nita Sunderland to do restoration work again. He stated that he hoped 
that that would not happen until the statue project was complete as his wife said that some of the people she 
had lined up to volunteer their services would pull out if Nita became involved. 
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Springdale Family Picnic August 19 

 

     
 

      
Photos of the 77th IL VOL INF, Brian “Fox” Ellis and Gary Moore at Springdale Cemetery picnic. 

 

Communications: Brother Lickey stated that he had not been able to access his E-mail due to a computer 
crash. Brother Hutchinson reported that Sheridan Camp 2 requested all brothers with computers to E-mail 
their votes in to help secure a grant for restoration of the GAR Hall in Aurora. It came too late to include in 
the last month’s mailing. The text was as follows: 
 

Subject: Saving Aurora GAR Memorial Hall 

Date: Fri, 7 Sep 2007  

  

Brothers, 

 

The GAR Hall in Aurora, Illinois needs your help. T here is a competition 

underway sponsored by American Express. They will g ive one million dollars 

($1,000,000) to the preservation site that gets the  most votes on-line from 

now until October 10.  You can vote every day. And I ask that you to 

encourage everyone you know to register and vote, t hen vote every day.  We 

are up against stiff competition, and some sites th at will get a lot of 

votes. Please go to this site and register, then vo te for the GAR Hall: 

www.partnersinpreservation.com. Start each day by v oting. We, the members 

of Philip H. Sheridan Camp 2, Dept of IL who met th ere until the foundation 

became unsafe, hope that you can support The Grand Army of the Republic 

Memorial Hall. Thank you. 

 

Jerry Kowalski 

National Chaplain, Sons of Union Veterans of the Ci vil War  
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Old Business: Brother Wachtveitl said that the CILF is finalizing with a new tenant for a long-term lease for 
the Hall and that negotiations were difficult. The CILF will need to upgrade the restroom facilities and 
unfortunately, that will cause the loss of one of the offices upstairs that the Camp had hoped to be able to use. 
The Camp will be allowed to use the perimeter of the dining room for display. It has not been determined 
where our records will be stored yet. The tenant will be using both floors to hold seminars and luncheons. It 
appears that an agreement has been made to allow the Camp, the Civil War Dance Society and the Civil War 
Roundtable to still be able to use the Hall for no charge in return for the tenant to be able to use the chairs that 
the Friends of the GAR Hall purchased a few years ago.  
 
Brother Wachtveitl has postcards for sale at $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. Brother Hutchinson requested a copy 
of each card to scan for a flyer to put in the mailing. Brothers Rogers, Kinney and Lickey purchased cards 
totaling $27.00. Brother Wachtveitl requested $20.00 of the proceeds to print more cards to have on hand. 
Brother Rogers said he would contact Amy Kelly of the Peoria Historical Society to see if some could be 
placed for sale at the museum houses and what percentage they would want from the proceeds. 
 
Brother Lickey said that he needed to check on what was necessary to be able to sell the raffle tickets he 
received at the National encampment.  
 
Commander Dace reported that a gentleman had contacted him by the name of James Carrow, who was 
requesting application materials. Mr. Carrow said in his communication that he had tried to apply in 1997 but 
had heard nothing back. Brother Wachtveitl said he would get the materials out as soon as possible.  
 
Brother Lickey said that he would be in contact with Paul L. Whalen about finalizing the details for the 
monument rededication that he requested for his Great-great Grandfather Henry Sumpter who is buried in 
McComb. The rededication will take place on Veterans Day, November 11. The group discussed the fact that 
the details of the Peoria Veterans Day parade were as of yet unknown. It was decided that the rededication 
would take precedent. Brother Lickey said he would contact the Chicago area Camps since there was interest 
expressed at the Department Encampment in May and also brothers statewide about participating.  
 
New Business: Brother Hutchinson said that Brother Rogers thought it would be good if there could be flags 
put on the graves of Colonel Thrush and Colonel Bryner. Col. Thrush’s grave is in the center of a division at 
Springdale Cemetery and it is hard to see from the road. Brother Hutchinson said that he could purchase 
nylon outdoor 3 by 5 flags for $20.00 each and that the poles would cost approximately $17.00 each. He said 
he would need to get approval from the manager but thought it would be no problem as the Soldiers’ Hill 
Volunteer Assn. maintains flags on the graves of Civil War Medal of Honor recipients, Capron and 
Geschwind. Brother Lickey made a motion that the Camp purchases two flags and poles to be placed on Col. 
Thrush and Bryner’s graves. Brother Wachtveitl seconded the motion and the motion was passed. 
 
For the Good of the Order: Brother Hutchinson reminded the membership present to keep open September 
16 at 1:00 PM for a tour of Springdale Cemetery. Parking will be available at the cemetery office and Brother 
Kinney and his wife will bring their vans to transport the group. Brother Hutchinson said that they have at 
least 25 people to talk about and there will be five stops where the group can assemble to hear the stories. 
Commander Dace said that Brother Harry Canterbury’s radio show on WMBD on early Sunday morning 
would be a good place to publicize the event.  
 
Brother Lickey informed the membership that the Patriotguard Riders are looking for more individuals to be 
honor guards at services for fallen soldiers returned from the field of battle and veterans of other previous 
conflicts who have passed away. Anyone can participate and motorcycle riding is not a requirement. Their 
website lists upcoming services where honor guards are requested. They also provide support for families of 
deployed and returning service personnel. The following is from their website at www.patriotguard.org:  
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Patriot Guard Riders Mission Statement  

The Patriot Guard Riders is a diverse amalgamation of riders from across the nation. We have one thing 
in common besides motorcycles. We have an unwavering respect for those who risk their very lives for 
America’s freedom and security. If you share this respect, please join us. 
 
We don’t care what you ride or if you ride, what your political views are, or whether you’re a hawk or a 
dove. It is not a requirement that you be a veteran. It doesn't matter where you’re from or what your 
income is; you don’t even have to ride. The only prerequisite is Respect . 
 
Our main mission is to attend the funeral services of fallen American heroes as invited guests of the 
family . Each mission we undertake has two basic objectives. 
 
1. Show our sincere respect for our fallen heroes, their families, and their communities.  
 
2. Shield the mourning family and their friends from interruptions created by any protestor or group of 
protestors. 
 
We accomplish the latter through strictly legal and non-violent means. 

To those of you who are currently serving and fighting for the freedoms of others, at home and abroad, 
please know that we are backing you.  We honor and support you with every mission we carry out, and 
we are praying for a safe return home for all. 

 
Brother Kinney said that his wife had come across a tape of an interview she had made several years ago with 
local historian and early member of the CILF, Ed Coltrain. He said that he was going to listen to it and 
possibly edit it for use as a program for one of the Camp’s meetings. 
 
Brother Wachtveitl performed the benediction and the meeting was closed at 8:50 PM. 

 
***The next meeting will take place at the GAR Hall on November 12 at 7:00 PM.*** 

        
Respectfully submitted,                                         
 
Joseph M. Hutchinson 
Senior Vice-Commander 
Secretary, Camp 67 
 
 

CORRECTION:  In last month’s newsletter, there appeared a notice that veterans and service 
personnel not in uniform may solute the flag during parades and other occasions. That notice was 
premature. Brother Hemingway checked on the matter and found that the bill had passed the 
Senate, but is still in committee in the House and has not been sent to the President for his 
signature yet. Brother Hemingway went to the THOMAS web site (http://thomas.loc.gov/) run by 
the Library of Congress, where legislation can be tracked. 


