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COMMANDER’S COLUMN  Special thanks are in 

order for Bill Kooser, Steve 
Westlake, Everett Nylund 
and Chaplain Jerry Kowalski 
for their fund raising efforts 
for the 36th IL Battle Flag 
restoration project; as well as 
to Ron Clark for his work on 
the Lincoln Death Day 
Ceremony.   
 

 
DC – Stuart Stefany 

 Department Commander's Column #1, May 2005 
Stuart Stefany, D.C. 

Department of Illinois, SUVCW 
 
Hello Brothers, 
 I want to begin by spotlighting a special 
group of people who work altruistically to 
strengthen our society by preserving the 
achievements and heritage left to us by the Union 
Veterans of the Civil War.  The only payment they 
receive is our respect and gratitude, of which they 
deserve plenty.  The Department of Illinois salutes 
the officers who have served this past year 2004-
2005, both at the Department level and in our 
Camps. You'll see many of the same names in the 
next years staff.  Let me assure you, we are not 
exclusive and we welcome any Brother who wants 
to offer his services. 
  
·  Dept. Commander, Jon Lickey,  
·  Senior Vice Dept. Commander, Stuart Stefany, 

CC 
·  Junior Vice Dept.  Commander, Nick Kaup 

PDC 
·  Dept.  Council #1, Nick Kaup PDC 
·  Dept. Council #2, Steve Westlake CC 
·  Department Council #3, Everett Nylund 
·  Dept.  Patriotic Instructor, Jon Lickey DC 
·  Dept.  Chaplain, Jerry Kowalski 
·  Dept. t Secretary, Ron Clark PDC 
·  Department Treasurer, Charlie Willman, PCC 
·  Dept.  Historian, Mark Braun PCC 
·  Dept.  Graves & Registration Officer, Mark 

Braun, PCC 
·  Dept.  Webmaster, Jon Lickey Jr. 
 

  The Department of Illinois also salutes Sons of 
Union Veterans Commander in Chief Steve 
Michaels for attending the Illinois Department 
Encampment. 
 While other Camps have been working 
diligently on a number of worthy projects, CC 
Larry Wachtveitl and Bryner Camp # 67 of Peoria 
deserves special commendation for the miraculous 
restoration work they are doing on Peoria’s Grand 
Army of the Republic Hall.  The Hall was built in 
1906 and is an imposing example of Beaux Arts 
architecture.  So impressive is the restoration, that 
at PDC Lickey's suggestion, the Department has 
voted to make the Peoria G. A. R. Hall the new 
headquarters for the Department of Illinois.  Our 
next Department Encampment will take place at 
the Peoria G. A. R. Hall on October 22, 2005.  
Fellowship lunch will be held at the Bennigan's 
down the street at 11:00 a.m. followed by the 
Department Encampment meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
 I have set some modest goals for myself 
and the Department as the 2005-2006 Department 
Commander.  The Department will publish a 
newsletter twice a year following the Department 
Encampments.  This newsletter will contain the 
following; a Department Commander's Column, an 
account of the proceedings of the Department 
Encampment, a list of events hosted by the 
Department, it's Camps and the Allied Orders, 
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news from the Sons Veterans Reserve, and an index 
of Department Officers and Camp Commanders to 
improve communication between the Department 
and it's Camps.  I will attempt to attend meetings or 
events of each Illinois Camp.  I don't want the 
Camps downstate to feel neglected.  I will be 
attending the SUV National Encampment in New 
Hampshire this August.  I will also attend the 
Central Regional Conference on October 8, 2005 in 
Lawrence, Kansas.  The Department is going to 
build new bridges with the Allied Orders of the G. 
A. R.  We will present awards to Camps that have 
distinguished themselves. We are also going to 
continue our fund raising efforts for the restoration 
of 36th IL Infantry Battle Flag and the Chicago 
Light Artillery monument in Chicago's Rosehill 
Cemetery.   
 The Sons of Union Veterans National 
Encampment will be held August 4-7, 2005 in 
Nashua, New Hampshire.  There are still vacancies 
open for Delegates.  Those interested may contact 
our Department Secretary, Ron Clark. 
 Chaplain Jerry Kowalski needs a volunteer 
to take over the Eagle Scout certificate program 
from him.  As things stand in our society today; it 
takes years of hard work for these young men to 
achieve the rank of Eagle Scout, for which they 
receive ZERO respect from their peers.  Sadly 
unless the Boy Scouts changes their uniforms to 
black and issues an "Apathy" merit badge, the trend 
in today's youth to disrespect the Boy Scouts is 
unlikely to change.  If the SUVCW doesn’ t 
recognize the efforts of these last few civic minded 
young men to distinguish themselves as decent 
people, practically no one else will.  Jerry tells me it 
will only take an extra two hours a week to make a 
difference.  You may reach Jerry Kowalski at (630) 
833-3235 or by e-mail; Paptom@msn.com 
 The Department of Illinois needs volunteers 
for the following offices:  The Department 
Councilor is a specially qualified person who gives 
pro-bono legal advice to the Department, The 
Highway Officer will lobby the Illinois State 
government to complete the Illinois link of the Iron 
Brigade highway.   
 

The Department Organizer communicates between 
Camps and co-ordinates special Department events. 
 Now it's time to thank and introduce the 
Department Staff for the year 2005-2006. 
  
·  Department Commander, Stuart Stefany, CC 
·  Senior Vice Department Commander, Steven 

Westlake, CC 
·  Junior Vice Department Commander, Bob 

Chestnut, PDC 
·  Council #1, Jon Lickey, PDC 
·  Council #2, Ron Clark, PDC 
·  Council #3, Nick Kaup, PDC 
·  Department Patriotic Instructor, Jon Lickey, 

PDC 
·  Department Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski 
·  Department Secretary, Ron Clark, PDC 
·  Department Treasurer, Charlie Willman, PCC 
·  Department Historian, Mark Braun, PCC 
·  Department Councilor, vacant 
·  Department GAR Highway Officer, vacant 
·  Department Organizer, vacant 
·  Department Graves & Registration Officer, 

Mark Braun, PCC,  
·  Department Webmaster, Jon Lickey Jr. 
 
 And lets not forget our Camp Commanders; 
 
 Custer Camp #1, Stuart Stefany 
 Sheridan Camp #2, Steve Westlake 
 McClernand Camp #4, Bob Chestnut 
 Reed Camp #24, Dana Hales 
 Bryner Camp #67, Larry Wachtveitl 
 Hecker Camp #443, Greg Zelinske 
 We are again indebted to Charlie Willman 
for signing on for another term as Department 
Treasurer.  I also want to give special thanks to 
Everett Nylund, the Editor of the "The Rail Splitter," 
without who's hard work, you wouldn't be reading 
this right now. 
 Some news from the world of pop culture: I 
was confounded recently when I discovered that 
George Lucas named the "Clone Trooper" army in 
"Star Wars III, Revenge of the Sith," The Grand 
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Army of the Republic.  The SUVCW is still trying 
to figure out how to approach this, but at least we 
have the consolation that they didn't give evil 
Emperor Palpatine an Abraham Lincoln beard. 
 Updates, events, photos and organizational 
information about the Department of Illinois may be 
found at our web site.  http://www.ilsuvcw.org 
 Please, do not hesitate to volunteer.  This is 
your opportunity to leave a legacy of good works 
done both for your community and for America's 
historic preservation.  

Bless you for your support.  I think we all can look 
forward to a happy and productive year. 
 
 

In Fraternity, Loyalty, and Charity, 
Stuart Stefany, DC 

Department of Illinois, 
621 Hickory St. 

Waukegan, IL 60085 
(847) 599-8665 

Stefanyart@cs.com 
 

 
MEMORIAL  DAY 2005  
On May 5th, 1868, Maj. Gen. John Logan, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, issued General Order 11, designating May 
30th for the purpose of strewing flowers or otherwise 
decorating the graves of comrades, who died in 
defense of this country. 
 
The Grand Army men treated Memorial Day with 
great reverence.  First came a special sermon on the 
Sunday before Memorial Day.  The GAR often 
attended church in uniform.  On the day itself, the 
posts assembled and marched to the local cemetery 
to decorate the graves of the fallen.  Finally, a 
simple and subdued graveyard service involving 
prayers, short patriotic speeches and music, perhaps 
a ri fle salute.  This was a time to contemplate loss 
and commune with the fallen. 
 
The GAR denounced as unpatriotic any citizen or 
society taking part in or placing before the public 
games of baseball or any other games that would 
entice the public and detract from the proper 
observance of the day.  The GAR also condemned 
holding picnics, excursions or other public 
entertainment on Memorial Day.  The Grand Army 
maintained that the memory of our dead should 
encourage and strengthen in us all a more loyal 
patriotism.  Every soldier’s grave was an altar of 
patriotism. 
 
How often have we as a society lost our focus and 
forgotten our obligation to recognize and reflect on 
the sacrifices of our servicemen and women because 
we were distracted? 
 

Mary Logan expressed sadness and trepidation 
when she said, “ It is the saddest thought I know, that 
so many of the old soldiers are gone.  In the very 
nature of things, the younger men who have come in 
their places will not have their enthusiasm for this 
ceremony, unless the press and the pulpit use their 
influence to keep it alive.”  
 
137 years later, we gather to remember and honor 
the valor and sacrifice of our fallen soldiers.  We 
offer our deepest thanks to those, who protected our 
freedoms of speech and worship…appreciation to 
those, who shielded us from fear and 
aggression…and gratitude to those who shattered 
the bonds of human slavery and made possible the 
introduction of human dignity.   
 
This year, Memorial Day is celebrated on May 30th, 
as it was for over 100 years, prior to 1971.  Let us 
use this occasion to return Memorial Day to the 
stature afforded Independence Day and Veterans 
Day.  Senator Daniel Inoyue of Hawaii has 
introduced Senate Bill 80, designating May 30th as 
Memorial Day.  Please join us in supporting this 
effort by writing your Senators and Representatives. 
 
On behalf of the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War, legal heir to the Grand Army of the 
Republic, thank you for taking time to pause, reflect, 
and remember those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice for this nation. 
 
Stephen A. Michaels 
Commander-in-Chief 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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DEPT OF ILLINOIS NEWS  

  
Lincoln Death Day Events, Oak 
Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, IL 

New Officers Begin Term 
DC – Stuart Stefany 
SVDC - Steve Westlake 
JVDC – Bob Chestnut 
Council #1 - Jon Lickey, PDC 
Council #2 - Ron Clark, PDC 
Council #3 - Nick Kaup, PDC 
Patriotic Instructor  - Jon Lickey 
Chaplain - Jerome Kowalski 

Secretary - Ron Clark 
Treasurer - Charlie Willman 
Historian -Mark Braun 
Graves & Reg Officer - Mark                 
Braun  
 
   Congratulations to our new 
officers.   

 

L-R  Bob Chestnut, Ron Clark, Jon Lickey, CinC Steve Michaels, DC 
Stuart Stefany, Steve Westlake, Nick Kaup, Jerome Kowalski 

122nd Department Encampment 

 
CinC Steve Michaels surrounded by encampment attendees 

Members of the Dept of I llinois 
 
Walt Whitman was in Ford's 
Theatre when Lincoln was shot 
and he wrote this poem shortly 
after.  This poem was read at the 
April 15 Death Day Ceremony.    
 
O Captain!  My Captain! 
by Walt Whitman 
 
O Captain! my Captain!  our 
fearful trip is done, 
The ship has weather'd every 
rack, the prize we sought is won, 
The port is near, the bells I hear, 
the people all exulting, 
While follow eyes the steady 
keel, the vessel grim and daring: 
But O heart!  heart!  heart! 
O the bleeding drops of red, 
Where on the deck my Captain 
lies, 
Fallen cold and dead. 
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A New Department of  Illinois Headquarters  

As noted in the Commanders 
Column above, the Department 
has voted to make the Peoria G. A. 
R. Hall the new headquarters for 
the Department of Illinois.  Our 
next Dept. Encampment will take 
place at the Peoria G. A. R. Hall 
on October 22, 2005 
Bryer Post 67 of the Grand Army 
of the Republic was organized in 
1879.  In 1909, they moved into 
their new home.  The building’s 
architecture is Beaux Arts style, 
with the G. A. R. emblem and 
eagles sculpted into the stone and 
designed in some of the stained 
glass.  The hall has been restored 
and has been placed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places.   

  
 416 Hamilton St., Peoria, IL 
 

CHAPLAIN'S CORNXR 
As much as wx might  not  
likx t o admit  it , many of  us 
bxlixvx t hat  onx pxr son 
can' t  makx a signif icant  
dif f xr xncx in an 
or ganizat ion such as t hx 
Sons.  Whxt hxer  you comx 
t o mxxt ings, sxr vx  on a 
commit t xx or  j ust  bxlong on 
papxr  -- xvxr yonx count s.   
Thx Almight y not icxs whxn 
you show up.  Do you t akx  
t imx t o hxlp ot hxr s or   

ar x you concxr nxd only wit h 
your sxlf ?  Do you at t xnd a 
wor ship sxr vicx , or  do you 
j ust  r oll ovxr  on a Sunday 
mor ning?  
I f  t hxr x is any mxssagx 
t hat  t his Chaplain want s t o 
sxnd - it  is t hat  you ar x 
impor t ant , t hat  God lovxs 
you and t hat  Hx is 
concxr nxd about  you.  Hx 
want s you t o bx happy wit h 
Him in t his lif x and t he 
nxxt .   
 

This mxssagx was sxnt  wit h 
a singlx  lxt t xr  missing.  You 
can r xad it , but  it  is mor x 
dif f icult .  Thx Sons of  Union 
Vxt xr ans of  t hx Civil War  
and t hx Almight y nxxd you.  
St xp f or war d and do your  
par t ! 
 
  
Chaplain J xr r y Kowalski 
 

 
Department Calendar 

October 8, 2005 Central Regional Conference in Lawrence Kansas. 

October 22, 2005 Department Encampment, Peoria G. A. R. Hall 
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The Department Officer’s duties are published below in an effort to help our membership know who to contact.1 

Department Commander 

The activities of the Department 
Commander should include: (1) 
Presiding at all meetings of the 
Department; (2) Appointing all 
appointed officers and committees; 
(3) Become familiar with all 
SUVCW forms that are utilized for 
conducting the business of the 
Department, especially those that 
require the Commander's signature, 
and ensure that all reports are 
submitted to the National 
Organization by the specified time; 
(4) Ensuring that the Department 
officers and committees do their 
jobs; (5) Representing the 
Department at state functions; (6) 
Becoming familiar with the 
Department's Bylaws and the 
Order's Constitution and 
Regulations; (7) Keeping the 
membership informed by issuing 
"Department Orders", attested to by 
the Department Secretary and 
bearing the Department's seal; (8) 
Consulting with Past Department 
Commanders for advice on 
Department matters; (9) Providing 
assistance to Camps in need of help; 
(10) Attempting to visit each Camp 
in the Department at least once per 
year; (11) Becoming familiar with 
the duties of the office as set forth in 
the Order's Ritual and Ceremonials; 
(12) Serving as liaison between the 
Department and the National 
Organization 

Department Senior Vice 
Commander. 

The activities of the Department 
Senior Vice Commander should 
include: (1) Promoting Department 
activities in the media; (2) Preparing 
a Department newsletter; (3) 
Presiding in the absence of the 
Department Commander at the 
Department Encampment; 

(4) Acting as personal 
representative upon the request of 
the Department Commander; (5) 
Forwarding information about 
Department and Camp activities to 
the Editor of the BANNER; (6) 
Carrying out other responsibilities 
delegated to the position by the 
Department Bylaws, Department 
Encampment and Department 
Commander 

Department Junior Vice 
Commander. 

The activities of the Department 
Junior Vice Commander should 
include: (1) Contacting prospective 
Brothers whose names are supplied 
to the Department by the Junior 
Vice Commander-in-Chief, within 
two weeks of receipt of said names; 
(2) Providing prospective Brother 
names and addresses to the Junior 
Vice Commander of the Camp 
nearest to the prospective Brother 
for follow up; (3) Presiding at the 
Department Encampment in the 
absence of both the Department 
Commander and Department Senior 
Vice Commander; (4) Carrying out 
other responsibilities delegated to 
the office by the Department 
Bylaws, Department Encampment 
and Department Commander. 

 
Department Secretary. 

The activities of the Department 
Secretary should include: (1) 
Processing and responding to 
Department correspondence; (2) 
Supplying Camp related report 
forms to Camp Secretaries who do 
not have access to the National 
Web site; (3) Forwarding one copy 
of the completed Form 22 to the 
National Secretary and retaining 
one copy for Department records; 
(4) Supplying the current version of 
the "Life Member Reimbursement 
Form" (Form 10) to Camp 
Secretaries or Treasurers who do 
not have access to the National 

 Web site. An updated form is to be 
used after the beginning of a new 
calendar year and received by the 
National Treasurer no later than 
March 31 of each year. Consult the 
"C&R" for details on Life Member 
Reimbursement; (5) Preparing Past-
Department/Department 
Commander, delegate, and alternate 
credentials to the National 
Encampment; (6) Maintaining a 
supply of Department letterhead 
stationery; (7) Preparing and 
sending Form 49, "Certificate of 
Election of Department Officers", 
to the National Secretary 
immediately after the annual 
Department Encampment; (8) In 
conjunction with the Department 
Treasurer, prepare and submit a 
"Department Annual Report" (Form 
35) to the National Executive 
Director on or  before May 31 of 
each year with check for per capita 
and application fees, plus one copy 
of each new Brother's membership 
application; (9) After the Form 35 
has been filed, one Form 30 for 
each affected Brother shall be 
forwarded to the National Executive 
Director by the 15th day of the next 
month after receipt from a Camp 
Secretary. Payment of per capita 
due the National Organization for a 
new Brother or reinstated Brother 
must accompany a Form 30. A copy 
of a new Brother's membership 
application must also be attached; 
(10) Preparing minutes/proceedings 
of annual Department 
Encampments; (11) Maintaining 
copies of annual Department 
Encampment meeting 
minutes/proceedings; (12) 
Maintaining a copy of the Order's 
Constitution and Regulations, the 
Department's Bylaws and a copy of 
the Bylaws of each Camp within the 
Department; (13) Maintaining the 
Department seal and affixing it to 
Department documents as needed. 

                                                        
1 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil WarDepartment / Camp Job Descriptions http://www.suvcw.org/cd-jobs/ycdr.htm 
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Department Treasurer.  

 
The activities of the Department 
Treasurer should include: (1) 
Keeping financial records of the 
Department; (2) Preparing an annual 
financial report for review and 
approval by the Department Council 
at the annual Department 
Encampment; (3) Assuring that 
Camp related report forms that 
require input from a Camp 
Treasurer are made available to 
those who do not have access to the 
National Website; (4) Serving as 
custodian of Department property 
not otherwise provided for; (5) 
Maintaining a bank account in the 
Department's name for Department 
funds; (6) In conjunction with the 
Department Secretary, prepare a 
"Department Annual Report" (Form 
35) with check for per capita and 
application fees, to be submitted to 
the National Executive Director on 
or  before May 31 of each year; (7) 
Preparing and transmitting any and 
all financial reports as may be 
required by applicable state law. 
 

Department Council. 
The activities of the Department 
Council should include: (1) 
Devising and recommending such 
measures as will enable the 
Department to meet all its necessary 
expenditures; (2) Auditing the 
annual receipts, expenditures and 
books of account of the Department; 
(3) Making a report of the Council's 
findings to the Department 
Encampment; (4) Filling for the 
unexpired term by a majority vote 
of the Council any vacancy which 
may occur in an elected Department 
office 
 

Department Patriotic Instructor. 
In addition to the duties of Camp 
Patriotic Instructor, the activities of 
the Department Patriotic Instructor 
should also include: (1) Sending  
 

information to each Camp Patriotic 
Instructor on topics which should 
be stressed at Camp meetings; (2) 
Writing items for the Department 
newsletter as desired by the 
Department Commander 

 
Department Chaplain. 

In addition to the duties of the 
Camp Chaplain, the activities of the 
Department Chaplain should also 
include: (1) Conducting annual 
memorial service at Department 
Encampment for deceased Brothers; 
(2) Providing each Camp Chaplain 
with information pertinent to their 
position; (3) Composing articles for 
Department newsletters as desired 
by the Department Commander; (4) 
Preparing an annual necrology of 
Department Brothers and 
submitting the list to National 
Chaplain; (5) Conducting memorial 
services for current and past 
officers of the Department; (6) 
Becoming familiar with the duties 
of the office as set forth in the 
Order's Ritual and Ceremonials. 
 

Department Historian. 
The activities of the Department 
Historian would be the same as 
those for the Camp Historian but 
carried out on a Department level. 
 

Department Counselor. 
The activities of the Department 
Counselor should include: (1) 
Advising the Commander and the 
Department on such legal issues as 
may come before them; (2) Upon 
request of the Commander, 
providing advice and interpretation 
of the Department's Bylaws, the 
Order's Constitution and 
Regulations, and on parliamentary 
questions. 
 

Department Guide. 
The activities of the Department 
Guide would be the same as those 
for the Camp Guide but carried out 
at the annual Department 
Encampment. 

Department Color Bearer. 
In addition to the duties listed for 
the Camp Color Bearer, the 
activities of the Department Color 
Bearer should also include: (1) 
Encouraging each Camp to obtain 
and use at all Camp meeting the 
United States Flag, an altar cloth, 
Bible and station banners; (2) 
Encouraging each Camp to display 
the United States Flag at all Camp 
ceremonies; (3) Encouraging each 
Camp to maintain its United States 
Flag and the ritualistic equipment in 
a clean and appropriate condition. 
 

Department Guard. 
The activities of the Department 
Guard would be the same as those 
for the Camp Guard but are carried 
out at the annual Department 
Encampment. 
 

Department Graves Registration 
Officer. 

The activities of the Department 
Graves Registration Officer would 
include the same as described for 
the Camp Graves Registration 
Officer but carried out on a 
Department level 
 
Depar tment Civil War  Memor ials 
Officer  - To prevent a duplication 
of effort on the part of Camps 
within his Department, a 
Department Civil War Memorials 
Officer should coordinate a 
mutually agreeable Camp 
assignment of Counties within the 
state(s) represented by his 
Department. He then should 
provide guidance to each Camp for 
the execution of activities described 
in points 1 through 3, above. It is 
encouraged that the Department 
Civil War Memorials Officer be 
able to maintain a computer 
database from the information 
submitted by each Camp, on the 
SUVCW "Civil War Memorial 
Assessment Form" (CWM 61). 
Electronic cataloging and retrieval 
of Civil War Memorial photo- 
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images is also encouraged. The 
Department Civil War Memorials 
Officer will also forward this 
information to his Department's 
liaison on the National Civil War 
Memorials Committee. 

 
Department Recruiting Officer.  

The activities of the Department 
Recruiting Officer, if appointed, 
would include the same as described 
for the Camp Recruiting Officer but 
carried out at the Department level. 
In addition, he would provide 
assistance, where possible, to Camp 
Recruiting Officers and would 
maintain both e-mail and surface 
mail contact points for membership 
information from, and to the 
Department. 
 
Depar tment Signals Officer . The 
activities of the Department Signals 
Officer, if appointed, would include 
the same as described for the Camp 
Signals Officer but carried out at the 
Department level. In addition, he 
would provide assistance, where 
possible, to Camp Signals Officers 
and would maintain or supervise the 
maintenance of the Department 
home-page or Web site 
 

Department Organizer  

Purpose 
The purpose of the office of 
Camp Organizer is to organize 
local Camps within the 
jurisdiction of the Department.  

 

Activities 
The activities of the Camp 
Organizer should include: (1) 
Obtaining the names and 
addresses of all applicants for 
membership and Brothers living 
in close proximity of each other 
in those areas where no local 
Camp exists and ascertaining 
their interest in forming a new 
Camp; (2) Holding pre-
organizational meetings with the 
interested parties to instruct them 
as to the requirements for Camp 
organization and chartering and 
to provide them information on 
the Order's Constitution and 
Regulations and the 
Department's Bylaws; (3) 
Obtaining a Camp number for 
new Camps from the Department 
Commander; (4) Holding Camp 
Organizational meetings and 
serving, in the absence of the 
Department Commander, Senior 
Vice Commander and Junior 
Vice Commander, as the 
installing officer; (5) Ensuring 
that all new Camp organization 
and chartering paperwork is 
completed and fees are 
submitted to the Department 
Secretary/Treasurer. 

 

Department GAR Highway Officer  

Purpose 
The purpose of the office of 
Department GAR Highway 
Officer is to ascertain the 
condition of the GAR 
designation signage of Route 6, 
the GAR Highway, as it passes 
through the state and to bring to 
the attention of proper 
authorities the need for repair of 
the highway and/or replacement 
or repair of the signage.  

Activities 
 
The activities of the Department 
GAR Highway Officer should 
include: (1) Locating and 
ascertaining the condition of all 
GAR designation signage; (2) 
Reporting missing or damaged 
signage to the appropriate state 
official; (3) Researching state 
laws and legislation affecting the 
highway; (4) Reporting to the 
National GAR Highway Officer. 
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CAMP ACTIVITIES 

Gen George Custer Camp #1 
 

CLA Monument 
Gen Philip Sheridan Camp #2 
 
Root Street Cemetery  Gravestone 
Rededication & Memorial Day 
Observance 
 

F. Murphy (Wisc. SUVCW) who 
represented C-in-C Stephen A. 
Michaels and reading by Neil 
Hatfield of General John Logan’s 
Order # 11.  An invocation & 
Dedicatory Address was given by 
National Chaplain of the SUVCW, 
Jerome J. Kowalski. 

 
SVC William Kooser welcomes all to the 
rededication event 

 
Camp Commander Stuart Stefany  
above speaks at Rosehill Memorial 
Day ceremony.   He reported that 
two checks included ($500.00 each) 
from Camp 1 and the Department of 
IL would bring the total received in 
collections Monday to $1,705.12 for 
the CLA monument restoration 
project.    

This event was supported by 1st 
Michigan Engineers Color Guard, 
Pipes & Drums of the Aurora Police 
Dept., Taylor’s Battery, Aurora 
Naval Sea cadets, East Aurora HS 
NJROTC and Philip H. Sheridan 
Camp #2.  Speakers included the 
mayor of Aurora, the honorable 
Thomas J. Weisner, PDC Frederick 

 
L-R, Gary Gunderson, SVC Bill Kooser, 
Dennis Rohrson, CC Steve Westlake 

 
 
Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty 
 
Stuart Stefany, Commander     Everett E. Nylund, Editor   
Department of Illinois    viis@aol.com  
Stefanyart@cs.com 
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS 
Department of IL  
438 E Greenhill Lane 
Schaumburg, IL 60193 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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